
“Potential into Reality”

Welcome

How to support your child to use 
their Knowledge Organiser

“Learning happens when people have to think hard”
Prof. Robert Coe – Durham University

Mrs Lisa Lockley 
Assistant Headteacher



“Potential into Reality”

The challenges of reformed GCSEs and A 
Levels for all of us: 
Challenge 1: “They’re harder!”

• Increased synoptic or summary approach

• More challenging concepts and questions

• Increased mathematical content for many subjects

Challenge 2: “There’s more stuff to remember”

• Increased content

• Exams at the end of two years



“Potential into Reality”

The Working Memory Versus Long Term Memory



Long term 
memory

Separate pieces of information with a 
small number of links



Long term memory
Lots of information poorly organised



Long term memory
Organised and with lots of links 

Therefore, quicker recall to aid 
working memory
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Regular retrieval practice 
to ensure that 
knowledge is stored in 
the  long term memory 
and remains accessible.
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With regular practice, 
students become better at 
answering questions. They 
better understand how to 
eliminate incorrect answers 
and more correctly construct 
essays.
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Regular retrieval practice also 
relieves some test anxiety. If 
students are answering questions 
daily that resemble their end-of-
unit assessments, they become 
more comfortable with the idea 
of being assessed and getting a 
question or two wrong is no 
longer as big a deal. 
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• Look, Write, Check, Correct 
• Flashcards
• Transforming
➢ Mind maps
➢ Images
➢ Storyboard
➢ Mnemonic  
➢ Timeline
• Reducing
➢ Bullet points 
➢ Key words
• Self Quizzing
• Categorise
• Prioritise  
• Brain Dumps/ Revision Clocks 

What works?
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• Look, Write, Check, Correct 
• Flashcards
• Transforming
➢ Mind maps
➢ Images
➢ Storyboard
➢ Mnemonic  
➢ Timeline
• Reducing
➢ Bullet points 
➢ Key words
• Self Quizzing
• Categorise
• Prioritise  
• Brain Dumps/ Revision Clocks 

Regular 
Time Frames
Testing the memory, not reading
CORRECT misconceptions/ missed information 
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Structured Revision Questions
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“One of the most striking research findings is the 
power of active retrieval… to strengthen memory, 
and that the more effortful the retrieval, the 
stronger the benefit.”
― Peter C. Brown, Make It Stick


